U.S. Department of Justice 



Mr. William Maxwell 
Associate Professor 
Department Of English 
University of lllonois 
608 South Wright Street 
Urbana, IL 61801 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

February 4, 2008 


Request No.: 1108418-000 
Subject: DUNHAM, KATHERINE 


Dear Requester: 

The records that you have requested were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act for another requester. 

Enclosed are 229 pages of documents pertaining to your request and a copy of the explanation of 
exemptions. 

You may submit an appeal from any denial contained herein by writing to the Office of Information 
and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530- 
0001, within sixty days from the date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked 
“Freedom of Information Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your 
request so that it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 




Enclosure(s) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 

with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 
of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 

crime or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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rMdrcfi-- 28 ,: 1953 


V y- ••’ ; yy •■ ‘‘'.r • A4fra Katherine Dunham./: f /. : .. v (7 x l 

• V 'v i • ••■u J-M ,Bor.h: June 22:,W1 912 ■ T ;V '• ■ , •%/) - ' . ••. • 

j ■': . / C MS° 9 °> , ■? < n °< 3 • ;i .. ;/ ;: 

'pi, -vl ..V •;; , 5 .v,;-( In: nonnenti on wi th . uour* inaui r u there i s attac hed ''■//. 

■ one copy of the report, of Special:: Agent I 1 y> 's.i 

./ 40 n Antonio, Texas, Sated : 1 ■■ October- :23^: 19kk, mhiJJ^as submitted ; :p 
, *>*.:•;• An cohnecti on wi th the case enti tled . "po ther in^f^unham^l 
/ .' ; ; /Securi ty Matter - Cy Foreign Travel Control. px/P 

" ." iy KV;~}\ ■ iP >V: v /(lOO^klW)/ ' - P P ' ' ’’ -P ' vs: i : VP' ' V: T . x ,y -•• ■ x y , 

i; ; ;v ‘ ;■:■/. for ■ your: further i n forma tionf tfieyfiles,;: of th is • . ~.y.v.y 

Bureau contain the following per tinent^dapa 6 oncer ng . this •/■ vv V ( V 
- ;x. . indi vidualfr/f:/ ■.: ■ -yV;x_p. • ’• • ;V p " i Pi :i ; '(/[■*/ '] '/■ v'” 



Abraham Lincoln School 
( Chicago Workers School) ■ 


■ 6 ' 
b 7 C 


^ A oonfid p.ntial and rel iable informant advised \ 

in Hau. lqkh.. that | [ member , of -the Board of "L 

Vpx ■/■ Dir ectdrs. of' th e } Abraham. Lincoln Sch 00 1 (Chicago Labor . ; / 
ppp School ) stated that' school J officials wanted to do something ; 

- • for Katherine Dunham of "Tropical Re vie that they are : ( 

■. f thinking of having a cocktail ip arty for hereunder the 
: . y auspices, of the - Abraham' Lincoln: Scho^oi*. j She stated that y, y ; , 

•• .1 I ^ ri A + V n r% 7 * . ET r\T» lr o t a 1 * irt/t'Q i n -* 
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favor of such 


| of the International: Workers Order was in ~':.f : y 

■rtti nfifinif j *.'*( 1 CSD — 'l 1 hil7'^.PA h • '• r\h ne> • TH ) . I- '• •' ' 


jh an :aff airl : fl00±115&7i-26k r : page ^ IQ) T 

... ... ^ .v',„ V -x i'- ; • -^p 

\ • “ ' ,. y The Abraham Lincoln School ; and: .the Inf erriati onal -I \ 

■ ■ Workers Order were b oth cit ed. by the Attorney General as 

; y organisations within the purvi ew^of 
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SECURITY INFORMATION - QQNFIZtNTML ' 


American Russian Institute of 
San Francisco* California 

A confidential informant of known reliability 
advised in the opring of 19bb» that the Russian Consulate 
of San Francioco, California , was attending to the invitations 
for the reception to be held under the auspices of the American 
Russian Institute at San Franci sco, California , in honor of 
Katherine Dunham the prominent dancer •. vV / 

(}00-3709i03-9, page h) V-' 

The American Russian ■ Institute of San Francisco , 
California has been declared by the Attorney General to be 
within the purview of Executive Order 9^35* 

American Youth for Democracy 

It was reliably reported that on February 15* i$b5$' 

the Four Freedoms Club of the American Xouth for Democracy 

held a meeting at the Civic Center, lib Erskine Street 9 

Detroit, Michigan, and that the meeting was adjourned early 

so that the members could join in with the National Negro 

Congress party given for Katherine Dunham star of the ’Tropical 

Review n which was going on in the same building ., , 

(61-777-15-251, pg 

The American Youth for Democracy and the National. 
Negro Congress were both cited by the Attorney General 
as organisations withtn the purview of Executive Order 9855 * 

The Communist Party . ■* ; 

The "Worker** New York City, issue of October 10, 

I9h3 * contained an article captioned "Ben Davie Candidacy V 
Aroused National Interest.** This article set forth * - 

information concerning the- efforts, which were being made 
to elect Benjamin J. Davie, Jr., a Communist Party candidate 
for the position of City Councilman for Manhattan. The 
article set forth that Katherine Dunham was . one of the 
individuals backing the candidacy of Benjamin J. Davis, Jr. 

(100-1119163 -a) * ■ ' 
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2?ie Committee on (fn-American Activities / C.&. Wouse 
of Representatives , QOth Congress, First Sessiort, 'issued ^ o 
booklet captioned u Report on Civil Rights Congress^ dated 
February 1$, l^hl • On page 2j> and 26 of this booklet dh 
article is quoted from the n Daily tforker" issue\of\k)ctober 
7 , 19 li 6 , which sets forth that on the eve of the reopening of 
the court suit to bar the Communist Party from the New York 
State ballot, that certain leaders condemned th'e[ driW 
against minority party electoral rights as an a^sault^ on the 
American principal of free elections • The article reflects *’ 
that a declaration was issued by the Civil Right's Congress 
of New York, defending the right of the Communi si Party to 
appear on the ballot • One of the signers of the fdeclarati on 
according to the article was Katherine Dunham, ddpcer. 

■ ( 6l-loih9-5ho 

Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 

A confidential informant of known reliability k 

advised in March, 1 9hh$ that Katherine Dunham had\ agreed to 
have her troupe perform for the benefit of the Sah Francisco 
Branch of the Joint Anti-Fasci st Refugee Committee 

A confidential informant who <3 believed^ tb be 
reliable advised in June, 19hht that a Joint Anti-fascist. 
Refugee Commit tee party was to be held in Chicago, ^Illinois, 
at the home of 1 ~~1 and that Katherine Dunhpm was 

to be the guest Of honor. ( 100 - 370903 - 9 ) ( 

The " Daily fforker" Nets York Ci\y issue of November 
2f>, contains an article captioned " Marcantoni\b to Speak 

at Free Spain Rally, December 6." The article set forth 
that Congressman Vito Marcantonio would address the] Liberati on 
Rally for Spain to be held in New York City on December 6 , 

19kQ, under the auspices of the Joint Anti-Fascist kefugee 
Committee • The article set forth that the Katherini Dunham 
dancers would entertain • ( 100-28126-Af 
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SECURITY INFORMATION - CONFID E NTIAL 






88 CUR ITY INFORMATION 




. The Philadelphia School of Social Science was 
ct ted by the Attorney General as an organisation within ■ 
the purvi ew; of Executive Order.. 9835* 




Contact With Soviet Consult New Fork City 

A confidential and r e liable Ainformant advised that;s. 
on November:, 16, 19h6, Katherine Dunham , the well-known 
dancer made 1 an appointment to see: the Consul General of 
t he So viet Consul ate i n New York City * / 00-829-916 page 27 

Sou the rri Confer encef o r Human ft el fa r e / ... - \ .v,v 

* The " Worker " issue of Augua t 23 y\ 1 9 U&y "C on tains': :■ 
an article capti oned "Artists Sponsor Campaign for South.*”; 
The article set forth that a group of artists have joined ” : 
the Sponsoring Committee of the "Lend, a Hand to Dixie Land " 
to raise q ^hundred thousand dollars for educati onal and " y. 
.-legislative r to6-.rfc'. in:- the : south 9 which was being handled . 
under: the adapt cejs of .the New York City Committee of the;': 1 . 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare* The article listed 
Katherine Dunham ad one of th*> spons ora* ^ 00-i0333-A) * 

■ \,;The Southern Conference for Human I7eif are was 
cited as a‘> C ommuni st front organisation by the .Special ; 
Committee on Un-American Activities in its Report dated .< 
March 2%: -ifybli* ,:l V ■’ ' i:’ v; I-/- ' • *" 

The \7 Or kerb Party .* 

A confidential inf o.rman i of known reliability A i 
advised . that on November 12 s 19hk» at a regular meeting , . . 
of the Branch Executive Commi ttee:, of the Worker 1 s Party y -V t ;l 
Detroity Michigan s it was decided to 'hold a . theatre party :.r 
and approximately $18 was appropriated from the treasury . 
for the purpose of purchasing a block of tickets for a 
dance recital to be given by Katherine Dunham at the Casa 
Theatre 'in Detroi t, mchigan. .(100-86590-15-26,, page 7) A. A 

> : iV The Worker/ s Party pas cited by the: Attorney 
General as ph or gdniaati on within: the purview of Executive 
Order. 9833 : ’ v ‘ ‘ ^ 



security: information - 'erwrmrrrii ! '■ 




No' investigation has been conducted . blj the FBI- 
concerning Katherine Dunham* I-.''-! . • 

The above inf ormationi s furnished for your ; ; 
confidential use only and is not to be distributed outside 
of your agency ; This is the result of an FBI file check 
only and is not to be considered as a clearance or' non-- 
clearance of the individual involved* \ 1 
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The attached was forwarded 
to the Director by Walter 
Winchell . The notations 
thereon • read:: 
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Congress party given for Katherine Dunham, star or the 
Tropical Bevua which was going on In the same building. 

Imeric an^e&th^ 1 or Democracy and tho National 
Nogno Congress have been designated by tho Attorney General 
oT the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450 . 


A confidential source who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, in October, 1945* advised that 
Katherine Dunham was one of the Vice- Cha irmon of the New 
Yor& Branch of the National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship, Incorporated * 

(100-326-34-36-' p. 9) 

The National Council of American- Soviet Friendship, 
Incorporated, has been designated by tho Attorney General of 
the united States pursuant to Szocutlvo Order 10450* 


A confidential source who has furnished reliable 
information In the past advised that on November 16, 1946# 
Catherine Dunham, the well-known dancer, made an appointment 
to see the Consul General bf^he SavIoli Consulate in New York 
vit^y# 


» ^imlliy edition of the "Daily 

worker an oast coast Communist newspaper, in the August 25# 
194&* issue contained an article captioned 1f Artists Sponsor 
uampaign for South." The article set forth that a group of 
artists have joined the Sponsoring Committee of the "Loud A 
Hand to Dixie Land, to raise a. hundred thousand dollars for 
educational and legislative work in tho South, which was bo inf? 
handled under the auspices of the Hew York City Committee of w 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, The article 1 is tod 
Katherine Durham as one of the sponsors • 

Q00-J.0355-A) 

The southern Conference for Human Welfare was cited 
as a Communist front by tho Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities In lt3 report dated March 29? 1944, page 14?, 

_ ^ ^ coru^en^iai informant who has furnished reli- 

able information In tho past stated that an article appearing 
in the S&eolaior Daily,* 1 a Spanish-speaking newspaper, dated 
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kaiser: 

'born: 


?uno 22, 1910 

Chicago, Illinois 2 — : 


December 19, 1955 


sto-iri N \fer 



b6 

b7C 



c 2^1^^ 

23,a vW which Wi L* 

TSerrwe a^o Looted T* V °} 

conducted by the FBI concerning! 2 1 ^ 8 a h lnvefft 1 nat ion 

contain considerable lnformnMSr‘ 7 ^^; ^ I whioh , 

Ounh€3yD2 who may be identical wi fh Q **uj*^* Katharine 
Beat Inquiry. ' ' laentl ° al *t«> the subject of your pre- 

the Workers:, party* Botroit Coffir ^ttee of 

a theatre party* and apprrcimftely 8 f?A AL M ! S d90l<3ad to hold 
the treasury for the purpose of n.iSL^f appropriated from 

fe 1 





Enclosures. (3) 

Orig. and one to TJSIA 
Reg rec *df n -05 55 

U ~ ^v Jita r 


information in^he^ast^eported^hat 3 ^ f S r ” iahed reliable 
the^Four Freedoms Club of Le ^ricL 0 ^^^,, 15 ' 1945 ' 

sSof t rSo I sf e s, t ^ a 0i t 2t?s t s,i“‘ ^rs&r'*" 

.0 th.t a» M „, oould 

INDEXED r If'- V M&- -3 ^71.t7/3 

NOTE! , SuSnar/of infn,.™?W / >-> ^ 

co^tal^d^lfi^Kl^.^fl^) informa tii 

• SONPlDEBTlfll, - 


.00-334795) 







February 5# 1953 , contained Information that 
renowned writer and Conaauniat, was then residin g in 
Cuernavaca, Mexico* According to the informant, I 


was stated in the article to have been expo Had from the 
Xtnltod States in August, 1951# because of his Communist 
activities; that ho cams to Cuernavac a, from the Sta te of 
Morelos, Mexico# where ho united with l 1 

Katherine Dunh am, Aaron Copeland, pianist and composer, and 

Tha article stated that this group had creatod 


quite a stir in that city and that last year they sang in 
loud voice the Communist International 


.ou may* Siiib 1 $k&h logons J x ^ iiiiv of the Civil 

Service Commission, their number (2) *24.53 *1694 > and the 
records of the House Committee on Uh~ American Activities 
for possible further information concerning the captioned 
HKJiVi<3Utti fl00 _ 334795) 


2h© foregoing information is furnished to you as 
a result of your request for an FBI file check and. is not 
to be construed as a clearance or a nonclo&ranc© of the in- 
dividual involved, fhis information is furnished for your 
use and should not bo disseminated outside of your agency* 
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Air tel 


To: SAGs, Washington Field * Enc 

: /; . . Chicago ' -Enc, \ ;• 

/• ;v..; New York’ - Enc. ' ' - , 

■'*. Los Angeles •;*>;- : Enct 
. ’ San Francisco - Enc • 

Leg at Mexico - Enc. 


Director 


From 


KATHERINE DUNHAM 
SPI 

BUDED: ' 2/2/67 


•' White House has requested "Investigation of Dunham who 
is being considered for Presidential appointment, position 
involved not indicated. Born 1/22/09 Chicago, Illinois, and 
presently resides in New York City area where she is affiliated 
with Dunham School in New York Gity. Background data attached. 
See Who's Who for additional background. 1 

o' v - M ;• / Assign immediately to experienced and sufficient 

personnel'* Results of this investigation must reach Bureau on or 
before deadline date. ' • 

:on Contained \ / . " ‘ • J/ 
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Foreign, Liaison Unit ( Route through for review) 


Request received from White^House today 
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T-H‘E WHITE Hd(^jE 
Washington 


TO 


FBI 


^ MEMORANDUM 
January 19 ,. 1967 


/tLcsA 

A 


FROM : Mildred Stegall 
SUBJECT : FBI Investigation 

Subject's Name DUNHAM. Katherine 
Date of Birth 
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January 22 , 1909 Place ofJBirth Chicago, 111 . 

~ TT G i. • 


Present Address Habilsabion Leclerc , PoT^^ti^T±iLicQ , Hai ti 

has requested: 


□ Copy of Previous Report 

I | Name Check 

jxxj Full Field Investigation 






BlQGBAimiC DATA 


. \‘, 4' ■ -i 


; ■ mmBm fosstson 


DUNHAM t, 

Ago : 3f (B ora January g&o &909 
••,; ' •: In Chicago,? BUEoiaJ; '• • 

Homo: •,. . H&blt&^oa teclere • /•- ;,.; f ' 

. ■ • ' Po^Au\PHzU'&4 BbM •: • ;••'•,*/ • 

' OXi**-' 5ei^ .‘, i , ;; J; 

. ' .'• ■ • '. - •<*,;«< • £ ‘** 1 , ’ . . 


' ©aBS«sr 8 QSareetos* Pcofiasos aad Aattsor 


FAMJMT SATA 


S^aira?l«d 


' . Student* 'Umiveireifcy of Chicago -’ u, ‘ , '■ -.^V 

. Special field training We#S Indie© Boaeareh*/ 
Woarfthwo0to»tt Uo&veralty .••. 

JnHiua Rose&s/aM Travel Fellowship So West Eadioo • 


b6 •:■■*; ';'- v 
- ' b7C ' ' 


*■ TOaVJQUft 2SXPE&1&NCS 


&935-36 
, &930 




mz 


■ 4. 

1943 ' 


1945 

2946 

a<M6*4? 

wr. ' 


•■' 2£&&4? fo cgfifni 


.E&52 




Ffiarat major dance posrfoens^oaco at the, Chicago 
World 1 ® Fair _ ’ . * ., ' \;;\ - . • ■• ., >••• 

Wfith CMc&go Opera Company " \ ' • • • .• ';• : •. "' ■•■•“ 

Ballet &*Ag # ya; &Q* Federal T&eafcr© j :■:' .- ■,■:•■•; , .. ;<{ :■/•* 

Supervisor* City Theatre Writer 9 © Pro jest on '.cult v 
etodie©* Chicago , • ••' ... *’. ■■.^V i ? ■ 

Dance director® Staffs New.Yosh '; / ■ 

Appeared in production©,? tocluding Cabin in the Shy* '■■ ■' .' 
Carnival of Rhythm* Stas Spangled Rhythm® Stormy 
Weather - • •' ' 


Guest artist* Sas Farsoc&eco Symphony’ Orchestra : ,v .- -S 
Toured Tropical Revue • •/ ‘ :: " 

Appear od with Los . AbgeSe© Symphony Oxchmtx&i 
. Eotahliahed Kather ino Buuham School of Cultu ral ,.' ' 
Agte g Ins * <? New Iforhs organised Katherine: ,.•■ > ' 

Bwnham Daac© Company . ,. ... : 7 ' / 

Co®^toged 0 chorsog raphed and appeared in Cos db Song/ 


Starred im oa Broadway^ Bol. Negate ■ ‘ ; . . ':! 7:.> : 

potion picturoo Caehah'^&th company &s» Mealier; . f ...*: 


/•-• 4870 









Tensed cso©©. Gowstef with Negar© aaad New 


1948*49 

& 96 I*aow 

& 963 «jaow 



Touted 1© ''vaiflo'iss -Kwropea© and A© lags CQs&Dtsrlss 
"-. SataMIsh^d school 1 b Posl^A^wPs’l®©© 

BJetabMehed Bft&sSus&ai School* New Yqi*h Cfisy ■ 
Production oi B&mbocb® on ©roadway 
’ Choreographed Alda* Metropolitan Opera " • • 
Staged danc&o to Esso World Theatre > ’^' , 


■. MS O •;' •-. ■ .• . :•-•••; •• • ■ Y 

*9VCM^KOB^X» ' •. * * * \ 

\ . . • .* • '. * 1 ‘ % : .* V . J • •. ; ’* •’ / S. • 

■ ’ / : , , . % . .»*.*</ 

• Decorated Hafttaa Jhogioo of Boaor nod Merit ' ■ ••* y '; . 

• ' Members American Society o£ CoiB^aearo».' Awthosra and F&hlla'ms&y 

American Gtaiid of Mnslc Artists^ America© Gnild of Variety ' ' • 
Artisfisi Aaaes’lca© S ' ©deration of Radio Artistes America© Acfeoro^ 

■ . Eqislty GnUds Negi-o Afftistb* G«IM .:% * ' • ' ,, .•;; 

' ' Author of several piabiicstions and books '.. '.$$ 4 >• .. • '.’ .” '< 

>". . .Cootortbirttena to jga&q&re mag&sltao emder psmdonym of Ky Dnsm ■■ * < 




4-22 (Hkv. 1-22-60) * ' v' . . ^ C 

Federal Bureau of Investigation.’ 

: /T. .Records Bran^j^. 

'fir. -i?.^ 


__ Name Searching Unit - Room. 6527 -r _ 

S S^r-vice Unit - Room 6524.’ ; - - 

Forward- to File Review •• • •, 

I i At;t entio n — -s? -| 

-.! /^ Return to v ~ 

y S uper visOr J \ Room- : Ext . * 

Ty pe of References\ Requ est-ed: ...• 

• ’’ | _J Regular Request (Analytical Search-) / 


AH References (Sub ver.sive-(& Nonsubversive) 
Subversive References. On'ljy - 
Nonsubversive- -References Only • "'‘V* 

Main , ■ ■ ' ■ ' ■*; References Only ' ’ 


Ty pe of Search Requested: I. - 

I ' 1 Restricted to Locality of/ - — — T — 

. - 1 I Exact Name Onl y (On - the Nose) 

□□Buildup > in ... □□.Y.Kiatiohs 

JHi/KC del''' ■ 


Birthdate, & Place. 
Address - 


LocalCt-ies 


R 

Pro,d. 


//;- 


1 / / ^ ^2 Searcher / 

/ / / ■sA, ^ Initials- 


FILE /NUMBER 

-7^3 ^ >9J 


ss/jg/s: 






4-22' (Rev. 1-22-60) v • 

1 Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Records Br'^ph 

f- , 19_ 


L | Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 

| j Service Unit - Room 6524 

II 1 Forward to File R.ev-iew^ 

L J A ttention a 

G^^Return to /O. . 

/ S^upeiVisc^ Room Ext. 


Typeof References Rei 


i References Requested: j 

II Regular Rg^uestt Analytical Search) 
j— — j All References (Subversive &/Nonsubversive) 
1 — I Subversive References Only / 

|I — ■ | Nonsubversive References Only 
I — — I Main Referenc/es Only 

1 

Ty pe of Search Requested: j 

1 Restricted to Locality of 





CUE xact Name Only (On the yNose) 

OfiJl^fefeRinow Or 


ITS! 

~zm, 

Subject _/) O. 

Birthdate & Place J /<P ' fjL / .0 ~S- 
Address (' svL J /> * ' 

<Q (w. <~t As* r<,( i, 

Localities 
R H. £ 

ProTTfi 


Date 


Searcher^? 
Initials — - 


^ 

^ FILE N/UMBER , SERIAL 







mm 

/ - A>c /y/^5 ! 


Mo - ^ R ^7? s - 



Mjgff 

M^TFMUXi 

(k2 

L- = / -/ - 3 7 


A </? 





j 







^ ^ . •« 7 

£^-~ l ~>(=L 




|*L_ ' - ^ 7 


5^^' ! - ^ U n a 

V ~ J-r^£ 


2- a l/S -AS G/ Ajf J 








i£VLii IS 


■ A ■ 


























4 -22a (Rev. 1 1-1 7-59) 


NUMEROUS- REFERENCE' 






















4-22a(Rev,.l 1-1 7-59) 


• N U M E R 0 U S'- R E F F R* E ft C E K 












4 -22a (Rev. 1 l-l 7-59) 


NUMEROUS .REF-ERiNCE 


SEARCH SLIP 


Sub j: / f 

/H 

Super,vis67 

r /mV - 

// 7 t- 

' ProehT 




FILE NUMBER 


- ■ ■ 

- /<f~L 

"■ ^w£ /oo ~j_ 

s£Tr7oo -3 ^l£¥? sc- L 



4-22 (Rev. 1-22-60) ■ - - - 

Federal Bureau bf Investigation 
Records Branch 


.19. 


j. \ Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 

L J Service Unit - Room 6524 k6> 


I (Forward to File Rpvipw 

L J Attention /OA y 

b7C 

Ijr^fReturn to 

- x'm 3 

Supervisor 

\ f 
Room Ext.. 

Type of References Requested: 

L ! R e g u 1 at-Re q/esM^n a 1 y t i 

L £^J-AtTRe fere nee s (Subversii 
i j Subversive References ui 

1 — — 1 Nonsubversive Referenp 
1 1 Main Refer 

cal Search) 

ve & Nonsubversive) 

nly 

2 S Only 
ences Only 

Type of Search Requested: / 

r (Restricted to Locnlit/ of 


□ e xact Name Onl y (Qm the Nose) 

I L I Buildup CIZZl Variations 





1 


4-22 (Rev. 1-22.-60) ' .' , 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Records Bra^^ 


b6 

b7C 

, 19_ 


... Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
I I Service Unit - Room 6524 

r ; — i 

Forward to File Review 
tent ion 
Return to 




S^erCsp/ 


5 l S' • 

| Room Ext 


if | 

Ty pe of References Requested: J 

1Z jReauIar Rea/jest (Analytical Search) 

All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
I 1 Subversive References Only 

| 1 Nonsubversive References Only 

1 i Main Re/erences Only 

Typeof Search Requested: 

H Restricted to Localit / of 
I 1 Excipt-bfame Onl y (Onf the Nose) 

tuildup i H Variations 





1 153 


TBLEwIuWt ' 

JAN 2 ? 196? 

ENCODED MFRRAftc- 


FBI NEW YORK /|0/ 


URGENT 1-27-67 JLW 


TO DIRECTOR CHICAGO LOS ANGELES AND SAN FRANCISCO 
FROM NEW YORK 161-2271 2P 


Mr. Tolson 

f Mr. DftLoach 

Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Wic k , n — 

Mr. Casper—. 

Mr. Callaha n.- , 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr, Sulliva n. , 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter . 

Tele. Roo m 

Miss Holmes 

Miss G^ndy 


wowmb 



KATHERINE DUNHAM, AKA MRS. JOHN THOMAS PRATT, KAY DUNN, SPI,BUDED 


FEB. TWO, SIXTYSEVEN 


AliXUPOl 

eateSc 


[OH CONT. 



REBUTEL JAN. TWENTYTHREE, LAST. v ' 

BUSINESS ASSOCIATES, NEW YORK CITY, ADVISED APPOINTEE BORN 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, JUNE TWENTYTWO, ZERO NINE. 



ASSOCIATES ADVISED APPOINTEE MAINTAINED APARTMENT IN NEW YORK CITY AND 

■ J.j l i'l- \ 

KNOW OF NO OTHER CbNTINiNTAL UNITED STATES ADDRESSES. APPOINTEE Qt> 

UPMh:-.- / 


L, £('![•. - 

CONSTANTLY ON WORLD 


'WITH DUNHAM COMPANY DANCING TROOP, ALONG 


WITH HUSBAND, APPOINTEE PRESENTLY IN AFRICA, AND MOROCCO. 


END PAGE ONE 


719S7 


NOT RECORDED 

23 MAR 13 1967 



b6 

b7C 




PAGE TWO 



APPOINTEE MAINTAINS RESIDENCE PORT-AU-' 

/ 

PRINCE, HAITI. 





PRESENTLY ASSOCIATED WITH S. HUROK ARTISTS, 


INC* t LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 

t 

ALL OFFICES CONDUCT APPROPRIATE AGENCY CHECKS. CHICAGO VERIFY 


APPOINTEES BIRTH. LOS ANGELES INTERVIEW ASSOCIATE 
EN&-' 

MLT FBI~WASH D C 







TILItVPI UNIT 

JAM & ? 196? 


ESSAGE'-! 



0 


v' 

FBI NEW YORK /21 
5 10PMIIRGENT 1/27/ 

\ \o rii£s%. lii-ifiL 

TCKDIRECTOR* CHICAGO* AND WASHINGTON FIELD 





WAS1 


(SHINGTON FIELD . VIA WASHINGTON 
FROM NEW YORK 161-2271 ,P, /IP 


0 


ALL INFO 
HERE 
LATE; 


KATHERINE DUNHAM* SPI* BUDED FEBRUARY TWO NEXT. 



on tom, 

LASS 



Mr. Toleon 

Mr. DeLoach- 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Wick 


Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan— 
Mr. Conrad — 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel . 

Mr. Trotter 

Tdle. Room 


Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy... 


MR. 

\ Moo 



REURAIRTEL TO WASHINGTON FIELD JANUARY TWENTY THREE LAST. 

THEATRE GUILD* NEW YORK CITY TODAY 


ADVISED APPOINTEE FIRST BECAME INVOLVED IN THE THEATRE IN 
CHICAGO WIJH THE “CUBE THEATRE". APPOINTEE DID CHOREOGRAPHY 
WORK FOR 


,PH, IN CONNECTION WITH. CHICAGO CIVIC 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


BALLET AND CHICAGO OPERA. 


PAID APPOINTEE WAS 


INVOLVED WITH WPA THEARTRE WHERE SHE MET HER HUSBAND WHO WAS 
A DESIGNER. 


SAID APPOINTEE EITHER IN 
CONNECTION WITH A HATIAN GOVERNMENT OF BY HER SELF SET UP AN 
ORPHANAGE IN HAITI. AFTER WORLD WAR 11 WORKED CLOSELY WITH HATIAN 


JC. 


GOVERNMENT. 

INFORMATION CONCERNING APPOINTEE, S CONNECTION WITH HAJIAN 
GOVERNMENT BEING FURNISHED TO BUREAU FOR INFORMATION. 

CHICAGO INTERVIEW 


PH, 



WASHINGTON FIELD VERIFY EMPLOYMENT BY WPA THEATRE. 
SPIN. 


NOf RECORr>PO 

tte/'m 13 1967 

■' "r . ^3 23ca 



END 


RAK R/fRE-LAX 


FBI WASH DC 

m COPIES 10 WEO 







1 - Mr. Burke 


1 / 27/67 


airtel 


SAGs , Washington Field 
■ Chicago 
Hew York 

*' San Francisco 
Los Angeles 
Detroit 
Baltimore 
Seattle 


From: Director, FBI 

0 

KATHFRINE 3DUKHAM 
aka Katherine Pratt 
Mrs, John Thomas Pratt 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 
BUDED: 2/2/67 


ALL INFORlOfTiON CONTi 




(01 

CO 

CD 

Q] 

V— 

ml 

_i 

0 s - 

<< 

GVJ ' 

£ 

<* 

a- • 



or Philade?pSa! rtel 1/23/67 ' “° CC , Baltimore , SeZt le , 

Philadelphia^ Whi^oale tos^eqSsiefi^^f’ ? e ° ttle ' and 
5 famous Negro dancer and chMeo-rloher TO io V ? St i g ? tl0n of Duah ™, 
^for Presidential appointment nn=?*f ' h ? is bein S considered • 
| Chicago, Ulinois, and p?lsentlr D °« et ?, tecU B °™ 1/22/09, 

8 where she is affiliated wi York Cit y area, 
further background data. “ham School. See Who's Who for 

— , .. ' •• • 

»« a .po /S"!, 1940= »" a WS 0 . Do.ba, 

a«? gjs B^j£Sas! as.'sr 

Science; California Labor 


■ ■'jolt ■ ■ ■’ :/& lisJfgm 

JfHB.-jrab 4wiir rt '. ' NOT RedOROfa 

6 ^‘MA-Rz 71 S^aJ . ,2S MAR 13 1967/ 


MAIL ROOM L\d TELETYPE UNIT CZI 


. Return to Mr. 'Bdftkk, Room 1254. 



b6 

b7c' 


Air tel; to Washington Field 
Re x KATHERINE DURHAM 


and the National Council Of American-Soviet FriehdshiDV f 
Incorporated. ■. •> ; ■. 



L-r ___________ 

L, . — , wherein characterization ; of 

.Dunham is included. Washington Field be particularly alert 
io^^ n:fo ? raation in C ^C and. HCUA files concerning Dunham. The 
CSC? enclosure to Burehu.i let ter 'which initiated investigation 
• ^ Cohn contains information Obtained from CSC files regarding 


1 According to CSC during Investigation -of 
| neighbors indicated the building f 


“ — — — tt — -T — ■ ■ ' 1— T— wu**u*ug aOF the 

most part was occupied by communists and a neighbor observed 
a^coiamvinist _ flag tr a picture of Stalin , and several plaques on 

wa ll l at the aforementioned 

address. I held a tea for Katherine Dunham at which time 


the Russian national anthem was 1 ; sung* 


T — 5 | lived with Dunham 

in various areas, including Los Angeles and New York, Be 
/Certain thorough investigation is ; conducted in this matter, 

* AH of flees; thoroughly review urfiles. Make 
necessary recontacts and handle in accordance with current 

Special Inquiry standards. Baltimore check DCII. 


•s ' -2- — • 









FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 


t 




F B I • : ' ;v 

Date:- 1/30/67 


I 


,i. ; 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


• 1 


• I 

4-.v ' 


Transmit] the following in __ 

TELETYPE 

V i a • ' ; '■ ' •' •, 

’ _'-••• (Priority) . +. - • ' '' 

b6 ■ ; 
b7cT 

. ' . •• yj'iifi-f'i'i’-y ' v • ' .. " ■. v ‘ t 

TO-:- 



DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, NEW' YORK . 


FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO ( 161-107.8> ^ .. 

KATHERI NE^DUNHAM , SPI , BUDED : TWO TWO NEXT. 

RE BUREAU AIRTEL TO WFO, DATED ONE. TWENTY-THREE LAST. 
■ APPOI NTEE F.O RME RLY * E MP LO YE D BY : 


NEW YORK 


CITY.; SHE ALLEGEDLY LEFT HIM , AFTER A DISAGREEMENT. 

T- NEW YORK /.HANDLE . 

' -V AM COPY TO THE BUREAU. . 




) 


FD-263 (Rev. 9-17-65) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

SAN FRANCISCO 
TITLE OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


BUREAU 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD \ 


1/31/67 

REPORT MADE BY 


KATHERINE DUNHAM, aka 
Katherine Pratt • . 
Mrs. John Thomas Prat t 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


REFERENCES 


Bureau airtel. to ,WFO, 1/2 7/6 7. ‘ . 1 V"’-- 

New. York, 'teletype to Bureau, 1/27/67. ‘ 
Bureau airtel to WFO, >*1/23/67. ’■ 

San Francisco teletype to Bureau , 1/3 0/6 7. 


INFORMANTS 


Identity 



Case has been 


ruc '-/a ■■ , / 

File / Where Located . ^ . 
•> . V . 100.-0-1497 : ' 


tion of 



,on .Of 


e V e :- f 1 No; Pending prosecution over six months [ | . Yes- | ~] Nc 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 













ST : - 16 1-10:7:8. 

DWK / cab i; p -. ■’ , 


F i-lc Wher e : . locate d 


100.-44 05- ; 82 


:othe^ 


Jan uary: r ' : 31 19 67. 


bb hfta c t e d \bn J ' J:a : n,uary •: . 31 


19:6.7 


Admin is.-tratfve 


s s ified.’.eonfi denti al ^ : a>s vihf brm^apn 
if, ; disbios e.d ; ^^bbul;d,y £e^a%on a?b 
1 inf o rm anf .s> an d’H ecii h id uebbbfdcbAb : :-v ; - 


from ] thbru : g-h; il 

rbsuJL t.- in ' aaentificat i’on\;b 'P 
f in uirig ' ;ya r lue * v f 0 he Bureau. 


* : '\rt : “Th-'i s'.\re d or. 

■t 'TSiTl'a 


jthbrbgb^] 










F^-2 04 (Rev'.' 3-3-5 9)' 


UNI^P) STATES DEPARTMENT OFJU^fcE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 

Date: 

Field Office File 


January 31, 1967 
161-10 7 8 ' . 


KATHERINE . DUNHAM 


Office: San . Francisco 


Bureau File 


b2 

b6 

. b7C 
b7D 


Character: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: 


of 




was CP member in 


while in San Francisco in 19 43. |was CP member in - 

1943 according to informants. Appointee attended functions 
of American Russian Institute arid JAFRC in 1944. She received 
publicities in "People f s World", a west coast Communist news- 
paper in 1941, 1942, and 1946. Described as outstanding 
entertainer, specializing in the African dance. One former 
employer recommended her as a dancer but would not recommend 
her for a position of trust with U. S. Government because of 
former association with JAFRC and American Russian Institute. 
No credit or police record in San Francisco. 


- RUC - 


ISfilMED BY 


DETAILS: 



I who is unavailable for recontact, stated 

on September 17, 1942, that had advised that a 

couple of the DUNHAM dancers were real "Reds" and that ‘ 
KATHERINE DUNHAM was sympathetic. 

I H advised in 1942 that held 

regular meetings of the Communist Party at her home 


GROUP — 

Exc omat i c 

downgraA'mg^^ 

de c lsr€si f i c at i on' ,,,a * 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned tc 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





SF'161-1078 

DWK/cab 


from March through June. 1942. I l advl^d~Ti^ 

19 4 5 that was a member of the Columbus 

Professional Club of the Communist Party (CP) in 
San Francisco and that CP meeti ngs were held at 
her residence | — lin .February an d Mar ch , 

■ I945 » , On January 25, '1947, I stated- +ha+\ 

|attended a meeting of the I 

^^ a ^ch of the CP and that was one of the 

members expelled for security reasons. 

A . check of the records at the United States 
Prob ation Office, San Francisco ^ in 1954. show ed 
that I 


advised on December 2, 1943, that the 
advanced cl ass f or CP functionaries was to be held 

home on December' 15, 19.43, 

In March, 1944, who is unavailable for 

recontact, advised that the Soviet Consulate in 
San Francisco was attending to the invitations being 
issued for the reception being held under the auspices 
of the American. Russian Institute in honor of KATHERINE 
DUNHAM, the prominent dancer.. 

The American Russian Institute has been design 
nated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 







•AT; .'KEN'TFI ELD ,;..CAi;iT.ORN IA 


anuary^3 0:,^9 6 7:,- | F .Vff 

1 j a ^ V i. s;e d ; th at ; ‘ s he yfrr St bee ame ac Qua in ted Wit h’ 


KATHERINE -DUNHAM' : a b o u t .■ 19 42 \!\] re cal led .tha 

,K ATH E. R I NE ; : D U N H AM; . ' w a s , ■ ■ brought to •;Ean&;^randis eo tf or* a'dancing 
performance: .byr-DAN tLON DON^.;' Manage r /t> fertile S' t4 • V Fpandi s> Hotel; 
She; ; stated tHatAtpis.. pert ormanee: wa's.:.'.bo”dke cl; ;at . the'^Sa^;' Fran 
cisco;- Eejgion of Honor'; and was. perhkg s : ' f or -.d parity t;Vshe ■ 
s t at e d >th at the re;: was ./a- 'problem .wifh; regard' t' o - - ho using ' f prC 
: ^ATH^;RI‘NE- itfe} T at t er stay e d ‘at'-hef rr’e sl&dhce^f br 

aP f e w .vday s l "Sdbd^q ueri t--vf d Olfh f sv > K ATHE'Rlfe bo AkW 

. if or t per f ormancpis.^ 

h ^tep-ltfrAt, a ubsequept' . to 1-9 4;2p; shedHasV 

on .a. h umbe r. o foccasions jtpr ima-r ily^dlur ing^th e latter ,l stri 

to; Ih^Safl^EranMapOya^^ 

the : reside nee on •’ tw 6'-. or. h re e 'occasions £‘v&' S-h 




■, *n : ;.‘ 8 r d u n d • ; , S h e stated. : that • s He; co ul d ;re c ommen dh e r for'-.-' a .. po sit ion 
IdKtrustvand^ responsibilitywith-\^ 












• ^ ' Y Y* a Y Y‘ f : '\Y ■'YyY/Y - 5 ^^ •>* 

■ •.-.. '■•;■• . ,’ .. -. • ',; V-rjv- ,”.^ v : ;rr- *•• • -• ,Y •■ • YY ,;. \.b6 V^-Nv; 

'.?•• <>Y/ ‘'- ? YY‘ : .■^' ;r :,;v.^. . • / ; .*••'.•;• \ y : 'YYYYyYpy ; .;; ->'wbic YYY1.. 

:. ■ ’ -s F? n«a~l-0 7 8*T v* ■• * • '/ .. ' '-■• ■•"••'• a- ;.,-r : . V ■ , 7n ,.• .;■£ 


•: : sF- c r 6 a-i 078 ^r A YY-- ■*..•'•: •• ' ; V -:••*,• i, V b 7 D 'YYS 

YVjm/ca]^ •• ; / YY Y i Y- Y '.^^0: 

a *•■ - .-A •*• ■ ,i •' “i *' ■ ' ' • • •• • -y .. , a >•* . : • ' f T 7 >, 'S ' V ; - •' • — ■.».„* r.> '' >.v£V- /*Y-r Y-'A’Y/' 

y ' Y-.; : ; • :'•>*• Y •• [advised //in March V:vil4;4 ■ *■'$&. ■■■: ■; ■’• aY YYi 

I I - ,- ^i' i_ ; _j ■ . j_ i_ ’_ j_ . •l/'Afrxjr’ nTnr 'fvi’rxt’ti A ^ — ^ •« . ' *•'> •/..'« 't 




Yji •had;. , 


-hadYsba/tcdVthaiYKATHER^ :i*> r&YKv 

» r sp rY: hVrv wi 1 1 i ‘nan p ss • fn. hfl vp-'h^n .\t rbnne "' n lit ' . Y ■■ Y v/f- V/; 


YYY-. v Y r ’YY -Commit tea.* ^(’JAflRGOvi^vi YY-Y-Y Y ; Y YK V "Y : YY Y£; YY^iYY Y/ 
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